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MOSCOW IS A CITY, 
COMFORTABLE FOR LIFE

 MOSCOW is a city built to global 
standards for life, work, study, sports 
and leisure.

 Moscow’s population is over 
12 million, and including 
the Moscow agglomeration – 
about 16 mn, or 

11% 
of the Russian 
population.

 Moscow is ranked 15th in the world 
by population size among city 
agglomerations.

 Unlike many of the world’s 
capital cities, Moscow is fairly 
homogeneous in its ethnic 
composition: Russians make up 

86% 
of the city’s  
population.

  3.7%  
growth of freight traffic 
in the Moscow 
transport hub in 2013.

  15% 
growth of freight 
turnover.

 Moscow occupies a strategic 
geographical position on the 
country’s West–East and North–
South axes.

 The Moscow region possesses well-
developed air, motor and railway 
transport infrastructure.

 Moscow has a comfortable and 
accessible public transport system. 
The city’s transport system carries 
over 14 mn passengers a day. 
The average commute to work is 
42.5 minutes.

 Moscow consolidates 19 federal 
highways into a unified transport 
network.

36.7 
mn tonnes

11.8
bn tonne-km
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MOSCOW IS A CITY, 
COMFORTABLE FOR LIFE

  1.3% 
Growth in the number 
of passengers 
transported in 2013 

compared with the previous year.

 One of Moscow’s significant 
advantages is the low level 
of fareson public transport – 
much lower than in the largest 
megacities of the world. The cost 
of public transport in Moscow varies 
depending on the number of trips, 
between $0.6 and $1.4, 
which is much lower than in Tokyo, 
New York, Toronto, Paris or London.

 Due to its highly developed 
transport and logistics system, 
Moscow is the main “gateway 
to Russia” and Russia’s largest 
transport and logistics hub, servicing 
the country’s entire territory.

4.4
bn people

 Europe’s largest railway hub 
Moscow brings together 11 radial 
and 2 ring lines, 9 railway 
stations and over 50 freight and 
shunting stations. The total length 
of the city’s rail network is over 
2,700 km.

 Moscow’s logistics complex 
comprises over 8 mn sq meters 
of high-quality warehouse space.

 Moscow’s housing stock amounts 
to 220 mn sq meters, or over 
19 sq metres per resident. New 
housing construction amounts 
to over 3 mn sq metres per year.

 The price of renting residential 
real estate in Moscow compares 
favourably with prices in the main 
megacities in Europe and the rest 
of the world. E.g., housing rental 
prices in New York or Singapore are 
1.5 times higher than in Moscow, 
in London 1.27 times higher, 
and in Tokyo or Paris about the same 
as in Moscow.
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MOSCOW IS A CITY, 
COMFORTABLE FOR LIFE

 The ratio between housing rental 
prices and personal income 
in Moscow is comparable with that 
in Rome or Singapore – about one-
quarter of personal incomes spent 
on housing rent.

 Moscow is a city with a high level 
of safety. 

 46.8% is the Moscow safety 
index, according to user data from 
the portal numbeo.com, which is 
comparable to such European cities 
as Paris (47.4%) and Milan (47.8%).

 In the last six years the number 
of registered crimes has dropped 
by 30%, and the number 
of serious crimes has dropped 
over 2 times. Moscow’s crime 
rate is lower than that of London 
or Los Angeles. 

 There are over 120 thousand 
surveillance cameras in the 
city. The safety of residents and 
guests of the capital is secured 
by 68,500 interior ministry 
employees. On this indicator, 
relative to the population, Moscow 
is comparable with New York and 
London.

Moscow is among the five leading cities in the world in terms of the presence of the 
largest international retailers (in 2013 33 new brands entered the Moscow market), with 
a comparatively low leasing cost for retail selling space. 
In 2012 the territory of Moscow increased by 2.5 times, with the city gaining significant 
space (148 ha) reserved for regional development.
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MOSCOW IS A CITY, 
COMFORTABLE FOR LIFE1

 The area of the Old Moscow green 
belt is 34,300 ha (or about 
1/3 of the city’s total area); when 
the New Moscow area was included, 
it grew to

48% 
of the Greater Moscow 
area, which is 
comparable to the level 

of the world’s greenest cities.

 

122
ths. ha

 By level of air impurity Moscow 
is comparable with London 
or Singapore. In 2010–2012 
the discharge of pollutant effluents 
into Moscow’s bodies of water, 
compared with 2009 levels, dropped 
by 40%.

 Moscow is the planet’s biggest 
northern megacity. In Moscow 
abnormal weather conditions such 
as hurricanes, tornados and heavy 
rainfall are very rare.

Moscow is an ecologically clean 
city. According to a study by 
PricewaterhouseCoоpers, Moscow is the 
leader among the world’s fastest-growing 
cities when rated on sustainability and 
environment protection.



5

ECONOMIC STABILITY 
OF MOSCOW2

 In Moscow there are about 100 
international financial institutions.

 Moscow’s economic structure is 
well balanced and approaching that 
of the world’s biggest megacities. 
The share of services is growing.

 0.8% unparalleled low 
unemployment.

 6.7% growth of the population’s 
monetary income in real terms.

 Moscow’s population is over 
12.1 mn (net of Internal and 
external migration), and grew 
by 130,000 in 2013. Ranked 
by its level of social and economic 
development, Moscow is comparable 
with or ahead of other world 
capitals.

2.24 times 

The growth of Moscow’s gross 
regional product (GRP) in real 
terms in the last 15 years.

 By GRP growth rates Moscow is 
ahead of other European capitals 
and is comparable with the fastest-
growing Asian cities.

88.7% 
of the assets of all 
financial institutions in 
Russia are concentrated 

in the city. Moscow is the country’s 
largest financial centre, with a well-
developed banking system.
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ECONOMIC STABILITY 
OF MOSCOW2

 6.9 mn people – the number 
of Moscow’s economically active 
population in 2013.

 Life expectancy in the last 3 years 
reached average European levels 
and is now 76 years. 

 Moscow, with its 12 mn population 
and capital-city status, is the 
country’s largest sales market.

17% 
of Russian retail 
turnover takes place 
in Moscow, a share 

2 times higher than the average 
for the country.

 The city possesses the human 
capital necessary for the further 
development of innovation and 
entrepreneurial activity.

 In the Moscow region there are 
5 tech cities, 5 innovation 
clusters and the innovation center 
“Skolkovo”.

 In terms of the level of software 
development, Moscow is ahead 
of the majority of the world’s 
megacities.

 In terms of the “economic influence” 
indicator, Moscow ranks in the top 
ten.

Among the 20 largest cities in the 
world with the highest Doing Business 
2013 ranking, Moscow is ranked 15th, 
and Moscow’s simplified taxation 
system is ranked 8th.
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STABLE
BUDGETARY POLICY3

 A stable budgetary policy 
is Moscow’s main contribution 
to financial market stability.

 The next element of the city’s 
economic policy is a balanced tariff 
policy.

 Moscow has a balanced budget and 
a low level of state debt.

 One important for more support 
for business is the promotion 
of a higher share of long-term 
contracts. Long-term commitment 
offers a real opportunity for 
businesses to figure out business 
prospects, invest, create jobs and 
invest in staff training.

Moscow rates highly in terms 
of indicators reflecting the city’s 
attractiveness to foreign investors:

 “Volume of financial flows” (8th place 
among 75 cities) and “number of 
business centers” (28th place among 
75 cities) in the Worldwide Centers 
of Commerce Index 2008,

 “Number of international green 
field investments” (7th place among 
27 cities), “Capital investments 
of foreign investors” (5th place among 
27 cities),

 “Number of Global 500 head 
quarters” (8th place among 27 cities) 
based on the PwC survey “Cities 
of Opportunity — 2012”.
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CITY 
FOR BUSINESS4

 Moscow is an international business 
centre. The city is notable for its 
high density of global companies, 
media, diplomatic and trade 
representations.

Moscow provides ample opportunities 
for business:

 Economic, political and business 
centre of Russia and the CIS

 Russia’s largest sales market

 Favorable geographical location, 
regional transportation centre

 Large and balanced city budget, 
high credit ratings

 Potential to add new territories.

 Moscow is the centre of a developed 
and diversified region in the 
European part of Russia, and the 
strategic centre of the customs 
union and the CIS free trade zone 

90% 
of foreign banks and 
international financial 
institutions work 

in Russia.

70% 
of Fortune 500 
companies are 
represented in Moscow. 

By this indicator Moscow is among 
the top 10 global business hubs.

Moscow possesses competitive 
advantages with regard to doing 
business:

 Skilled lab our, with a high share 
of the population with higher 
education

 A well-developed financial market: 
practically all international 
companies operating in Russia 
are represented here

 Significant scientific potential 

 Well-developed IT infrastructure
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MOSCOW’S ATTRACTIVENESS 
TO INVESTMENT5

 Moscow is a major centre for 
attracting investment.

10.7% 
Volume of capital 
investments in the total 
volume of capital 

investment in Russia.

48.6% 
Growth of capital 
investments in real 
terms in the last four 

years.

65.5% 
of all investments are 
private.

 In Moscow bureaucratic barriers 
to business are being reduced, the 
cost of transactions is falling, and 
opportunities are growing.

 In terms of preparation time for 
tax return documents, Russia 
ranks about average, and in terms 
of the number of payments Russia 
is among the best.

 One of the priorities of the Moscow 
city government is to reduce 
bureaucratic barriers to business.

MOSCOW IN INTERNATIONAL RATINGS:
 Moscow is among 20 biggest cities in the world  
and the seven biggest business, economic and cultural centers;

 the leader in rankings of sustainability and environmental protection;
 the leader by the indicators “Minimal natural catastrophe risk”, “Minimal air impurity”, 
“Area of public parks”, “Demography and suitability for life”, “Life quality”, “Public transport 
system”;

 it holds 2nd place in terms of public transport network coverage.
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MOSCOW’S ATTRACTIVENESS 
TO INVESTMENT5
>80% 
of national financial 
flows to Russia go 
to Moscow, as well 

as over half of the total volume 
of foreign investments and over half 
of Russian banking capital.

20% 
Growth of foreign 
investments in Moscow 
in 2013, which made up

57% 
of all foreign 
investments into 
Russia.

 Investment-attractive branches 
include the fuel-and-power sector, 
housing construction, industry, 
transport, commerce, tourism, 
communications and education.

 To make it easier for entrepreneurs 
to establish hi-tech businesses, the 
city is establishing technoparks 
and technopolises, and organizing 
industrial parks for industrial 
production. At present there 
are 8 special areas (including 
technoparks, technopolises and 
industrial parks) and 1 special 
economic zone: “Zelenograd”. 
By 2016 the number of these sites 
will rise to 17.

MOSCOW IS A LEADER IN THE 
FOLLOWING INDICATORS:

 “Literacy rate and level of enrolment 
in educational institutions”,

 “Share of population with higher 
education”,

 “Intellectual capital and innovation”,

 “Sustainability and environment”,

 “Demography and suitability for life”.
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CULTURAL CAPITAL  
AND TOURIST CENTRE6

 In Moscow there are over 
6,000 Russian cultural heritage 
sites, 200 sites are included 
in the UNESCO World Cultural 
Heritage List.

 By number of museums, Moscow 
is ahead of the majority of the 
world’s megacities. In total there 
are 450 museum sand exhibition 
halls in Moscow, with the total 
museum inventory numbering over 
14.5 mn items.

 Moscow is a theatrical city. It has 
237 theatres with a rich 
repertoire of shows – from classical 
to modern. Annually over 7 mn 
spectators attend Moscow’s theatres.

 There are over 120 cinemas 
(520 screens) in Moscow.

 By number of cinema screens, 
Moscow is ahead of most megacities 
in the world.

 Ranked by the most visited cities 
in the world (Master Card Global 
Destination Cities Index) Moscow 
holds 23rd place in a list 
of 132 cities.

 Moscow’s stock of hotel space 
includes over 350 hotels, mini-
hotels and hostels. The city’s 
plans provide for the construction 
of 172 hotels (32,000 rooms) 
for 70,000 guests in Moscow 
by 2016.

 Prices of hotel accommodation 
in Moscow are lower than 
in New York, Paris or London 
and are comparable with prices 
in Stockholm or Oslo.

 In 2012 5.6 mn foreign tourists 
and over 6mn Russians visited 
Moscow. It is expected that by 2025 
the annual number of tourist trips 
to Moscow will rise too.
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USEFUL 
INFORMATION

 MOSCOW CITY ECONOMIC POLICY AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT  
www.depir.ru 
Address: Voznesensky per., d. 21, Moscow, 125032 
Switchboard: +7 (495) 957-72-21 
Fax: +7 (495) 629-33-42, fax test: +7 (495) 957-94-93 
E-mail: dprm@mos.ru

 SINGLE INFORMATION INVESTMENT PORTAL 
www.investmoscow.ru

 CITY INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
www.mosinvest.mos.ru 
Address: ul. Novy Arbat, d. 11 str. 1, Moscow, 119019  
Switchboard: +7 (495) 690-00-00 
Fax: +7 (495) 691-05-06 
E-mail: mosinvest@mos.ru

 INVESTOR DIRECT CONTACT LINE 
www.investmoscow.ru/line-of-direct-appeals 
+7 (495) 630-00-00

 BUSINESS PROTECTION HEADQUATERS 
Written complaints and other communications may be addressed to the 
Chairman, 
Address: Voznesensky per., d. 22., Moscow, 125009 
or by e-mail: sos.shtab@mos.ru, 
or by phone: +7 (495) 620-20-45

 MOSCOW CITY COMPETITIVE POLICY DEPARTMENT 
www.tender.mos.ru 
Hotline: +7 (495) 957-99-77 (24 hours) 
“One-stop shop”: +7 (495) 957-99-31 
Address: Pechatnikov per., d. 12, Moscow, 107045 
Fax: + 7 (495) 957-99-95 
E-mail: esis@tender.mos.ru mostender@mos.ru






